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IN SEPTEMBER I ASKED YOU ‘WHAT DO THESE STUDENTS HAVE IN COMMON?’
Successful learners get outstanding results at GCSE and A Level
We are recognised in Oxford for being a successful school because the vast majority
of students work exceedingly hard and because we have such highly qualified and
skilled teachers. THIS IS A GOOD SCHOOL PARTLY BECAUSE OF THE OPPORTUNITIES
AND CHOICES WE PROVIDE FOR OUR STUDENTS AND THIS INCLUDES THE RANGE
OF SUBJECTS YOU CAN LEARN.
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How did these students become successful?
They did all of these things BUT THEY STARTED IN YEAR 8 WITH THE RIGHT CHOICES
FOR THEM AND THEIR FUTURE AND CONTINUED TO MAKE good choices through…
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IN ANOTHER ASSEMBLY I SPOKE ABOUT your education and your opportunity to
learn as a gift.
Because being educated and having qualifications provides you with opportunities
and freedom of choice.
THESE CHOICES START NOW IN YEAR 8 – THIS IS A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY TO
LEARN SUBJECTS YOU ARE INTERESTED IN STUDYING AT GCSE AND DEVELOP YOUR
SKILLS IN THESE SUBJECTS.
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Education is also about providing the right foundations and skill set.
With the right foundations for learning, delivered through a broad and challenging
KS3 curriculum you will have the knowledge, vocabulary and skillset needed to be
successful as both a modern citizen and academically.
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If the foundations are not right and you narrow your learning too early
If learning is geared up to exams alone
Then life becomes more harder, choice is reduced and the chance of becoming an
informed and active citizen is reduced.
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We think our students should have an opportunity to study a broad and balanced
curriculum at Key Stage 3. Our offer includes a wide range of core subjects alongside
some choice from the Creative Arts and DT subjects for students. The intention of
this is to allow greater time for all students to develop and experience a challenging
curriculum that develops the critical skills and vocabulary necessary for them to
grow into well rounded, curious, questioning and informed citizens.
By extending the option process to Y9 students will make better informed choices for
their GCSEs and will have a more solid foundation for learning. The autonomy
offered in DT and Creative Arts subjects in Y9 will help to support the process of
making good choices. Students choose two DT and two Creative Arts subjects to
study in the first three terms of Y9, then narrowing this choice to one DT and one
Creative Arts subject for the remainder of Y9.
It is strongly advised that this final choice in Y9 should, for those students wishing to
take a DT and/or a Creative Arts at KS4, be continued into Year 10
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In Y9 you will be supported in your OPTIONS for GCSEs and BTEC courses. By the
time you get to this point you will be more secure in your thinking so that these
OPTIONS will be firm and you will be more determined to succeed. In Y9 your
teachers will ensure that the work you do supports the transition to KS4 and their
planning will ensure that you have good time to cover the material and to revise
before your exams.
Some of you and you parents were concerned that some students were over
burdened by the number of exams followed at KS4. We will look to enable you to
follow pathways where you can follow in some cases more exam classes or in some
cases fewer exam classes.
After December in Y9 students will make further decisions about their GCSE and
BTEC subject options which will form their programme of study in Y10 and Y11. The
KS4 offer will go beyond the choices students are making now. They will in Y9 have
the opportunity to experience new subjects available to them and to talk to teachers
about the wider choice on offer in an options event. I will be sharing more
information with you later on in the year.
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Research has shown that education has a ‘multiplier effect’. The higher your
educational attainment is, the better your chances of creating opportunities for
yourself. And the better your opportunities are, and the better your quality of life is
as an adult.
Make the most of all the opportunities presented to you. We don’t always know how
these will help us or where they can take us BUT making the most of your education
is really important in setting yourself up for the future.
THINK WITH YOUR TUTOR AND DISCUSS:
What subjects do I love learning in DT and the arts?
What would I like to do after gcse?
What would I like to do after a level?
Which subjects help me to do these things?
DON’T CHOOSE SOMETHING BECAUSE YOU ‘LIKE THAT TEACHER’ OR BECAUSE YOUR
FRIEND IS DOING IT… THIS IS YOUR FUTURE and no-one else's!
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